
Ruth J. and Howard F. Newton Memorial Graduate Student
Teaching Award in Statistics
2025 Recipient - Isaac Ray

Isaac Ray is the 2025 recipient of the Ruth J. and Howard F. Newton Memorial Graduate Student Teaching Award
in Statistics. In 2024, Isaac taught STAT 489: Structured Research Experience (Spring) and STAT 201 (Fall).
STAT 489 was intended to give senior undergraduate Statistics majors a taste of research and help them develop
research skills. Because it is a more advanced class with relatively few prepared materials, Isaac had to invest sig-
nificant time and energy on curriculum development. The department did not have another option for instructor of
this class, and it would likely have not been offered if Isaac had not volunteered to teach it; “I like a challenge,” he
said at the time. I observed firsthand how Isaac carefully navigated the challenge of balancing rigor with fairness in
the classroom. He pushed students to engage deeply with the material—challenging them with thought-provoking
problems that required them to apply concepts beyond the exact examples shown in lectures—while also demon-
strating an understanding of their needs, ensuring that expectations remained reasonable and supportive. His
ability to strike this balance made his course both demanding and rewarding, helping students develop both con-
fidence and independence in their learning. Isaac’s students commended his efforts in their end-of-semester course
evaluations. For the item “On the whole, this was a good course,” the average response was 4.5 (out of 5, with
5 the best) in STAT 489. For the item “On the whole, this was a good instructor,” the average response was
4.83 (again out of 5) in STAT 489. Unfortunately, no student evaluations were submitted for his STAT 201 section.

Isaac will receive a certificate and a $1,000 cash award.

Well done, Isaac.

Alan R. Dabney
Professor & Associate Head for Teaching Excellence
Department of Statistics


